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CABINET MEMBER REPORT TO THE COUNCIL

REPORT OF THE CABINET MEMBER FOR CHILDREN’S SERVICES TO THE 
MEETING OF THE COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY 18TH OCTOBER 2018

Thank you Mr. Mayor for the opportunity to report to the Council the latest 
developments on various matters relating to the Children’s Services Portfolio.

Youth Service

I was delighted to attend  the ceremony in Leeds on 28th September to witness 
Sarah Mahmood an ex Member of Youth Parliament and current Youth Cabinet 
Member receiving the prestigious Princess Diane Award  for the work that she and 
young people in Rochdale have been involved in around mental health awareness”. 
I would wish to highlight that the recognition of Sarah’s work was directly linked to 
the work that she and her cabinet undertook with the Council cabinet. This led to 
some of the airport dividend being directed into priorities highlighted by young 
people. Young people’s mental health awareness was one of the specific areas 
funded by the council over the next two years as a result of their business case.

Early Help

‘Within Children’s Services in Early Help we have a team who are working on 
developing a whole new area of work focusing on relationships - promoting the 
benefits of quality relationships – and how we can help people where their 
relationships are less supportive – or even quite damaging.  There are a number of 
strands to this piece of work but a key focus is the promotion of a Rochdale 
Relationships Matter manifesto for the borough which was launched at a multi-
agency conference at the Town Hall on October 3rd.  The aspiration is to get 
everyone thinking and talking about relationships – what makes a good relationship 
– what are the benefits – how and where do things go wrong and how can we offer 
more support to people when their relationships become problematic – or worse.  
Poor quality relationships produce very costly outcomes both financially and in 
human terms – poor parenting, lack of support, couple conflict, domestic abuse, 
disaffected teenagers and family breakdown. 

At the conference we launched a number of projects including a toolkit to work with 
separated parents in parenting their children together, a programme to work with 
children who are violent towards their parents ( Break 4 Change), a programme for 
couples to help them resolve disputes more effectively (called How to Argue 
better), Family mediation and so forth. The key aim however is to encourage 
everyone to ‘think relationships’ - what is the impact of our work on relationships? 
How do we ourselves behave ‘relationally’ ? How can we support people to enjoy 
stronger more supportive relationships in all aspects of their lives. We plan to 
circulate the Manifesto to all elected members because this is a call to action and 
ask that all members join others in a new focus on relationships and how we 
strengthen them for everyone across the borough.



Educational Outcomes for Pupils
Whilst the data for the borough is yet to be validated there are some encouraging 
headlines which indicate improvement; 
Early Years Foundation Stage
66.2% reached a good level of development compared to the North West average 
of 69% and the emerging England average of 71%.  This is an increase of 2.3% 
from 2017.  There is a reduction in the gap to national standard by 2%, the gap to 
the national average in 2017 was 7% and in 2018 it is 5% 

Key Stage 2
Outcomes for the end of key stage 2 show improvement. The borough saw a 5% 
increase in reading, a 2% increase in mathematics and a 1.5% increase in English 
grammar, punctuation and spelling. Improvements in these areas have contributed 
to an increase in the percentages of children achieving at expected in reading, 
writing and mathematics combined, reducing the gap to the national from 6.1% to 
4.4% 

Key Stage 4
There have been improvements in some key areas; 

 4% increase in % attaining 5+ standard passes

 4.2% increase in % attaining a standard pass in English and mathematics

 3.3% increase in % attaining a strong pass in English and mathematics

 3.6% increase in the % attaining a standard pass in English 

 4.2% increase in strong maths pass

 An increase in the attainment 8 score of 2.32 to 45

We do not yet have the national picture against which to confirm how we compare 
against the national average. We are hopeful that the gap has reduced in this area 
too.

Recognition for the success of the Raising Participation Team in the North 
West Apprenticeship Awards
Out of 1,000 entries Rochdale Council won 2 trophies at the 2018 North West 
Apprenticeship Awards.

 The first was the ‘Macro Employer of the Year’ award for those with over 
5000 staff

 The second was the ‘Recruitment Excellence’ award.

 The judges were particularly impressed with how schools in the borough 
have engaged with Apprenticeships since the introduction of the Levy 



Admissions Update - 2017/18 Academic Year:
 
Admissions to Primary School 
2944 on time applications 
2647 got their 1st preference (89.91%) 

Transfer to Secondary School 
2800 on time applications 
2683 got their 1st preference (95.82%)

Within Year Transfer Request
2055 Applications 
On average that’s 43 applications per week. This figure is almost double that of the 
16/17 school year.
 
The service has been congratulated by the Education and Skills Funding Agency 
for effective use of Basic Need budgets to provide new school places.

Despite the Carillion collapse, new classrooms at Falinge Park high school were 
delivered in time for the start of the new school year.

Cared 4 Children and Care leavers 

Residential Care 
During September two of our children’s homes were inspected by Ofsted.  Martin 
Lane was found to be Good in all areas and The Bridge (our Edge of Care 
provision) was judged to be good. The aspect of how well children are helped and 
protected was rated as Outstanding.   This is a tremendous achievement and 
means that all of our children’s homes are now judged to be Good .
I would want to congratulate all the staff and thank them for their hard work and the 
support they give to our cared 4 children.  

We have also seen a number of successes with regards to the educational 
achievements of our Cared 4 Children and Care leavers. 

Care Leavers at University
 
16 of our care leavers are now attending university. This achievement is ranked in 
the top ten nationally and shows our continued ambition for and success in 
supporting cared 4 children to reach their aspirations and potential. 

Cared For Children – GCSE Results

A number of our Cared 4 Children achieved good passes in their GCSE results, 
with one young person achieving 11 GCSE’s with top grades in English and 
continued on to higher education.  
23% of our Cared 4 Children achieved 5 or more level 9 – 4 GCSE’S and 18% 
achieved this standard including English and Maths.



Practice Week

Children’s Services annual Practice Week took place between 1st and 5th October. 
This is a focused week of learning where staff are strongly encouraged to visit and 
learn about other areas of practice and to showcase areas of strength to other 
colleagues in order to strengthen awareness, skills and performance. Over 35 
opportunities were on offer and take up from the service was high.

Safeguarding Awareness of Elected Members 

I would like to acknowledge those 55 members who have so far attended the 
safeguarding briefings led by the Director of Children’s Services and Chief 
Executive over recent months. Two elected members who were unable to attend 
the planned sessions have a final session planned with them. I would encourage 
the 3 remaining members to make contact with the Director of Children’s Services 
as it is important that 100% of members have the appropriate level of 
understanding and knowledge in order to fulfil their and the council’s role in 
safeguarding children.

Councillor Kieran Heakin
Portfolio Holder for Children’s Services

Thank you Mr. Mayor, I will be pleased to answer any questions from Members of 
the Council about these or any other matter relating to the Children’s Services 
Portfolio


